
 

           

 

 

May 15, 2015 

 

Dear GW Parents, 

 

This week’s newsletter is one you may have read before but warrants repeating because of its importance in 

informing parents regarding the process of class placement.  Class placement for the 2015-2016 school year is 

on the June agenda for the staff at GWES.  This is a job that we take very seriously, as we think carefully about 

the strengths and needs of each student.  The process for aligning a good fit starts with our classroom teachers, 

special education teachers, special area teachers, guidance, reading specialists, and intervention teacher 

reviewing all information that we have available regarding each child.  We consider each student’s learning 

style, instructional needs, as well as their emotional/behavioral needs.  Other considerations include achieving a 

balance of gender, diversity, and those students, which when placed together, are more likely to enrich the 

learning environment. 

The process kicks off with the grade level teachers meeting first with the principal and the support teachers to 

create our initial draft of class lists.  We follow up on this draft with meetings to include other staff members to 

review, provide input and revise the class lists.  We spend many hours discussing the 434 students who make up 

GWES, the composition of each class and each student’s match with the new teacher.  Of course, final decisions 

on class placement are made over the summer when the student registration is more accurate. 

We are committed to continuing to follow a well-designed process that looks at each child individually and in 

the context of the many considerations and factors previously identified.  While we respect parent input, we 

have the advantage of knowing our students and teachers in the educational setting.  Our staff makes the 

placement decisions based on many factors not on parental requests. 

Parents are welcome to contact me in writing to share their perspectives on how their child learns.  Information 

shared by parents is valuable and is added to the information shared by all members of our staff.  Please know 

that we are thankful for the respect and trust that parents offer to our staff as we determine the best fit for each 

child.  We are so very fortunate to have a remarkable community of professionals here at GWES and a 

supportive group of parents who make the learning experience for each child a most positive one!  Thank you 

once again for your cooperation.   

I also want to take the opportunity to publically thank Ann Juliano and Molly Bassill-Fuhr for co-chairing the 

spring fair again this year.  It will be a fantastic event enjoyed by all who attend.  I believe that the fair will 

exceeded our expectations, yet again.  The PTO, along with the MANY volunteers, who work so hard prior and  

 



during the fair, are certainly to be thanked.  This is a wonderful event that helps the entire greater Malvern 

community better understand just how special GWES is for children and families. 

One last item, on Tuesday May 19th, we will be involving our neighbors in another way. It is Election Day in 

Pennsylvania, and GWES is the location for two polling districts and school will be in session.  We have taken 

some extra steps in ensure smooth movement within the building of students, staff, and voters.  The front 

parking lot will not be used by our staff on the 19th, though of course, parents may use it as usual for drop-offs 

and pick-ups.  We have parent volunteers who will be on hand as greeters and monitors, and we will have extra 

custodial/administrative presence.  In addition, voters will mainly be accessing two rooms directly from the 

outside and not entering the main flow of the school.  Thanks for your understanding. 

 

                 Bonnie S. Citron 

           

 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 May 18  Kindergarten Orientation 2:00  

 May 18 School Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

 May 19 Election Day- School in session 

 May 20 PTO Appreciation Breakfast & Field Day Grades 1-5 

 May 21  Orchestra Concert 9:15 AM and 7:00 PM 

 May 22 Rain date if needed for Field Day 

 May 25 No School 

 May 27 Kindergarten Concert 10:45 AM & 7:00 PM 

 


